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June 1, 2020

Dear Potential Speaker,

Welcome to the TEDxUStreetWomen community! Thank you for your interest in speaking at our Conference! I 
am delighted to hear more about what you can contribute to the conference, and hope that you will consider 
applying to give a TEDx talk.

TEDxUStreetWomen is a local, independently organized event to be to be held in Washington DC. We want this 
to be an event that strives to recreate the unique experience found at TED, where the world’s leading thinkers 
and doers congregate to share what they are most passionate about. At its core, the fundamental goal of TED 
and TEDxUStreetWomen is to foster and spread great ideas. We aim to provide a platform where the smartest 
thinkers, greatest visionaries, and most fascinating teachers will be inspired and will have the opportunity to 
inspire others.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the TEDxUstreetWomen team decided to make this year‘s conference virtual. It 
was a very difficult decision for us because we value the networking opportunities that are offered to our 
attendees by being face-to-face.  Although we are going virtual, we believe that we can present a conference 
that has the feel of an in-person experience with the added benefits of being virtual.  

The most determining factor for moving to a virtual environment was our theme – “Now What”. We didn’t want 
the pandemic to be a barrier for individuals wanting to hear the amazing ideas that you, as a potential speaker, 
will present at this conference. We are looking for fresh ideas, relevance to the theme and any under 
emphasized ideas that answer the call – “Now What”. As a community and nation, we are all faced with the 
uncertainty of the effects of the COID-19 pandemic. As the states and federal government try to get a handle on 
this invisible threat, we [as citizens] can't help but to wonder what the effects will be on individuals and 
businesses in years to come. What will our new normal look like? How can we contribute to the development of 
this new normal? Now is the Time to answer the question, Now What? 

Our society is built on individuals, not just states and the federal government.  Our society need individuals with 
fresh ideas to help our nation recover from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic.  The red carpet is the perfect 
place to showcase your ideas and thoughts on ways we can shape this new normal to a global audience. In 
addition, to the pandemic, this is also an election year. The timing can’t be any more perfect and our topics are 
ever so important to the future of our community/nation. 

The TEDxUStreetWomen team is very excited about this year’s conference going completely virtual and hope 
that you are too. I ask that you strongly consider the opportunity to present your idea on how you believe this 
world needs to move forward because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Are you ready to contribute to the what our new normal should look like?  If so, continue reading on how you 
can be a part of the TEDxUStreetWomen team of speakers.  

Sincerely,

Kim Webster, MBA
TEDxUStreetWomen Organizer/Curator



BACKGROUND:

About TED

TED is a global community, welcoming people from every discipline and culture who 
seek a deeper understanding of the world. We believe passionately in the power of 
ideas to change attitudes, lives and, ultimately, the world. On TED.com, we're building a 
clearinghouse of free knowledge from the world's most inspired thinkers — and a 
community of curious souls to engage with ideas and each other, both online and at TED 
and TEDx events around the world, all year long.

In fact, everything that is done, — from our Conferences, to TED Talks, to the projects 
sparked by The Audacious Project, from the global TEDx and TED Translators 
communities, to the TED-Ed lesson series, — is driven by this goal:  How can we best 
spread great ideas?

TED is owned by a nonprofit, nonpartisan foundation. Our agenda is to make great ideas 
accessible and spark conversation. TED is an annual event where some of the world's 
leading thinkers and doers are invited to share what they are most passionate about. 
"TED" stands for Technology, Entertainment, Design -‐-‐ three broad subject areas that 
are, collectively, shaping our future. In fact, the event is broader still, showcasing ideas 
that matter in any discipline. Attendees have called it "the ultimate brain spa" and "a 
four day journey into the future." The diverse audience of CEOs, scientists, creatives, 
philanthropists is almost as extraordinary as the speakers, who have included Bill 
Clinton, Bill Gates, Jane Goodall, Frank Gehry, Paul Simon, Sir Richard Branson, Philippe 
Starck, and Bono. TED was first held in Monterey, California, in 1984. In recent years, 
TED has expanded to include an international conference, TEDGlobal; media initiatives, 
including TED Talks and TED.com; and the TED Prize. Today, more than 1,000 talks from 
past TED conferences are now freely available online at www.TED.com.

About TEDx

In the spirit of ideas worth spreading, TEDx is a program of local, self-organized events 
that bring people together to share in a TED-‐like experience. At TEDxUStreetWomen
and other TEDx events, TED Talks video and live speakers combine to spark deep 
discussion and connection in a small group. These local, self-organized events are 
branded TEDx, where x=independently organized TED event. The TED conference 
provides general guidance for the TEDx program, but individual TEDx events are 
self‐organized.

2020 CONFERENCE INFORMATION:

Logistics

What:     TEDxUStreetWomen – Bold + Brilliant = Badass:  Now What

Where:  Virtual with the assistance of the University of the District of Columbia (UDC) 
facility & students

When:    Broadcasted on Monday, November 16, 2020      



TEDxUStreetWomen Tagline:  Bold + Brilliant = Badass

What do we mean when we say, Bold + Brilliant =  Badass?  To be Bold, means you are willing to speak out for the issues that 
mean the most to you.  To be Brilliant, means you have the experience, knowledge, and passion needed to advocate for your 
idea. When you combine Bold + Brilliant, the results is a Badass. Being a Badass means that, despite your fear, any potential
backlash/criticism, or how unpopular your idea maybe to some, you will still push forward to share your truth.   Our tagline will 
remain the same, but our theme will change yearly.  

Goals and Vision

• TEDxUStreetWomen will provide a global platform for the brightest minds to be inspired and to inspire others. 

We are committed to creating an event where participants are challenged to communicate their passions in an exciting and 
engaging dialogue, as we explore, “Now What”. At TEDxUStreetWomen, speakers will give the best talk of their lives and will 
also have the opportunity to discuss their ideas around our topical areas Environmental, Technology, Race Relations, Health, 
Intergenerational, Economy, Education, Science/Medicine, Law/Human Rights, Political, Impact on Businesses, and Impact on 
the Community.  The format of TEDxUStreetWomen will allow speakers and attendees to digest and debate the talks and 
encourage the exchange of ideas and information amongst all participants.  

• TEDxUStreetWomen will foster the spread and application of great ideas.

Washington DC is the most powerful city in the nation and has a history of fostering the spread of power ideas.  Home of the 
most powerful and smartest people in the world.  People travel miles to work and live in this area.  Imagine the city's most 
fascinating and engaging speakers coming together for one day to share their passions and discuss their visions for the world.  
TEDxUStreetWomen looks forward to showcasing these remarkable people while embracing, encouraging, and enabling their 
ideas to be put into action.

• TEDxUStreetWomen will virtually showcase the Smithsonian’s exhibit, “TWELVE YEARS THAT SHOOK AND SHAPED 
WASHINGTON: 1963-1975”.  

Between 1963 and 1975, residents of Washington, DC cast votes for President and elected a city council and mayor for the first 
time. Washington became the largest majority African American city in the country. Highways and suburbanization reconfigured 
the city and its neighborhoods. New public housing accompanied the nation’s largest urban renewal project of its kind. The 
effort to build a modernist vision of the city displaced thousands of residents. New trends in music, theatre, art, and dance
emerged. Against a national backdrop of President Lyndon Johnson’s “Great Society,” Vietnam War protests, Civil Rights and 
Black Power movements, feminism/womanism, and gay rights, this exhibition focuses on events, people, and challenges that 
changed the city of Washington, DC over twelve, tumultuous years.

• TEDxUStreetWomen will showcase the community of the U Street Corridor.

The U Street corridor has historically brought Washingtonians together to the sound of its homegrown music, from jazz and 
blues to rock and go-go. We will celebrate the community of the U Street Corridor by showcasing local performances and music 
that set the stage for this local TEDx event.  This TEDxUStreetWomen conference will be an exciting opportunity for people to 
learn more about the community of the U Street Corridor and Washington DC and explore ideas that inspire answers to the 
question, “Now What!”



PROPOSED PROGRAMME (ALL VIRTUAL)

TEDx SPEAKERS & LIVE Q & A
TEDxUStreetWomen will feature 8-10 virtual speakers who will present their ideas 
around our theme: "Bold + Brilliant = Badass:  Now What". After the talks, get ready 
for a special Q&A session with the speakers.  This is your opportunity to ask follow-up 
or clarifying questions about their talk.  

WORKSHOPS & SESSIONS

Select 2019 TEDxUStreetWomen will present virtual sessions that shows you that they 
continue to represent all of the characteristics of being Bold Brilliant and a Badass.  In 
addition, we will have a few topical workshops (or panel discussion) from area experts 
on subject matters that focuses on the theme and how we can individually recover 
from COVID-19 in the areas of wealth development, entrepreneurship, professional 
growth, personal growth, business expansion/revitalization, etc.  All virtual! If you are 
interested in presenting a topical workshop, please email us at 
info@tedxustreetwomen.com receive a request for proposal packet when they 
become available.   

VENDOR HALL

Meet our virtual partners in our vendor hall where you can purchase their products 
and learn more about our vendors/restaurants and the services they provide.  You will 
also be able to virtually visit the Smithsonian's exhibit Twelve Years that Shook and 
Shaped Washington: 1963-1975.  We haven't forgotten about networking, join your 
fellow attendees for virtual networking opportunities all while listening to the latest 
music by a local DJ.  

SPEAKER INFORMATION:

 We are looking for local performers, poets, educators, innovators, advocates, human rights activists, 
artists, film makers, risk takers, change agents, doers, social entrepreneurs, scientists, and engineers to 

name a few.

 We are seeking global minded speakers who want to share their ideas or theories that they hope to 
change the way we see the world.

 We are seeking speakers who have found innovative ways to inspire learning and growth in others, 
whether in traditional educational settings, laboratories, studios, businesses, nonprofits, or informal and 

alternative learning spaces.

 Finally, we are seeking deep thinkers who have developed novel theories or breakthroughs relating to 
human learning, education, policy, health, and/or technology.

Your “Talk” presentation, or “TED Talk”, should be no more than 10-12 minutes in length: long enough to 
say something of significance, but short enough to hold everyone's attention and to be easily watched as a 
recorded video. The TED format has proven a carefully prepared talk of this length can have an astonishing 
impact. Conversely, not all of the presentations at TEDxUStreetWomen will necessarily be in this range. 
Some will be as short as 5 minutes and some as long as 18 minutes, depending on the individual speakers 
and the overall time limit for the event.



PROPOSAL SUBMISSION:

TEDxUStreetWomen will be following the TED speaker rules. For example, speakers are banned from "selling from 
the stage," (includes plugging book titles) and there is strict enforcement of the clock. An additional benefit of 
speaking at TEDxUStreetWomen is that you will become a part of the TEDxUStreetWomen network and could be 
invited back to next year conference to present TEDx sessions or TEDxSalons.  In addition, your presentation 
maybe selected as a recommended   presentation on TED.com, where some talks have been attracting online 
audiences upwards of a million. TED Talks have been viewed more than 100 million times worldwide, and this 
exposure has transformed the careers of many TED presenters and performers. TED has never paid speakers to 
appear, but has always committed to creating an experience that's tremendously fulfilling and beneficial on all 
sides, and as a TEDx licensee, we follow the same model.  If chosen, you will be provided with additional 
information regarding technical and non-technical requirements as well as your responsibilities as a TEDx speaker.  
Please note, as a TEDx speaker, we are required to validate all aspects of your talk.   If you are unfamiliar with TED 
or the format of a TED Talk, we invite you to view past TED and TEDx Talks at http://www.ted.com/

If after reviewing this information and you feel that you would like to be part of the TEDxUStreetWomen
Conference, we ask you to fill out the "Speaker Nomination Application" on www.TEDxUStreetWomen.com

Nomination Deadline: July 20, 2020

Before submitting a proposal, we recommend that you review some online videos from TED that should help you 
as you prepare your submission.  

https://www.ted.com/talks/chris_anderson_ted_s_secret_to_great_public_speaking?language=en

https://www.ted.com/talks/nancy_duarte_the_secret_structure_of_great_talks/discussion?referrer=playlist-
how_to_make_a_great_presentation

https://www.ted.com/talks/julian_treasure_how_to_speak_so_that_people_want_to_listen?referrer=playlist-
how_to_make_a_great_presentation

The TEDxUStreetWomen Review Committee will review all interested speakers’ video introductions and written 
proposals. Finalists will be selected within four weeks of the proposal deadline and will first be invited for personal 
interviews with the TEDxUStreetWomen team and then the finalist will be invited for a one on one interview with 
the organizer. If chosen to be a speaker, you must sign a speaker agreement and video release forms as well as 
undergo several training sessions with the team.  Due to the volume of submissions, we are not able to respond to 
every submission and you will only be contacted if you are selected as a speaker.  

http://www.ted.com/
http://www.tedxustreetwomen.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks/chris_anderson_ted_s_secret_to_great_public_speaking?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/nancy_duarte_the_secret_structure_of_great_talks/discussion?referrer=playlist-how_to_make_a_great_presentation
https://www.ted.com/talks/julian_treasure_how_to_speak_so_that_people_want_to_listen?referrer=playlist-how_to_make_a_great_presentation

